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County  Hall, 

Newport,  I.W. 

Tel.  Newport  2261 

To  the  Members  of  the  Cowes  Urban  District  Council: — 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors. 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on 
the  health  of  the  District  for  the  year  1958. 

The  Birth  Rate  fell  from  14.5  to  13.9  and  the  Death 
Rate  rose  from  10.5  to  14.0.  The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate 
was  21.2. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  were  36,  of  which 
10  were  due  to  cancer  of  the  lung.  Eight  deaths  from  cancer 
of  the  lung  occurred  in  males  and  two  occurred  in  females. 

Heart  disease  accounted  for  82  deaths.  There  were 
again  two  deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis.  One  death 
was  due  to  syphilis.  During  the  year  there  were  3 cases  of 
suicide.  51  cases  of  measles,  5 cases  of  whooping  cough  and 
3 cases  of  food  posioning  were  notified  but  there  were  no 
deaths  from  these  diseases. 

During  the  year  there  was  no  case  of  poliomyelitis. 

Eighty-two  samples  of  milk  were  examined  for  the 
presence  of  tuberculosis  during  1958.  None  were  found  to 
be  positive  but  two  of  the  samples  were  found  to  contain 
Brucella  abortus. 

In  my  Annual  Report  of  1952  I drew  attention  to  the 
existence  of  Brucella  Abortus  in  raw  milk  in  certain  cases. 
While  examining  samples  of  the  milk  from  herds  to  exclude 
tuberculosis,  brucella  infection  of  the  milk  is  revealed  from 
time  to  time. 

Infection  of  milk  with  brucella  abortus  can,  and  some- 
times does,  produce  infection  in  humans  who  consume  the 
milk.  Epidemiological  studies  have  shown  that  a proportion 
of  human  beings  who  consume  milk  from  infected  sources 
become  themselves  infected,  with  and  without  symptoms. 
The  disease  in  man  is  relatively  mild,  and  the  symptoms 
produced  are  similar  to  many  common  medical  conditions. 

Man  may  acquire  the  disease  either  directly  or  in- 
directly from  infected  animals  and  experts  believe,  from  the 
result  of  intensive  study,  that  contact  with  infected  animals 
plays  a much  more  important  role  in  infection  than  does  the 
consumption  of  contaminated  raw  milk  supplies.  A curious 
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phenomenon  in  human  brucellosis  is  the  comparative  high 
resistance  of  young  children  to  infection. 

I must  repeat  that  although  the  intake  of  contam- 
inated milk  has,  on  a national  scale,  led  to  a significant 
number  of  cases  of  human  infection,  it  is  a minor  cause  of  the 
disease. 

The  majority  of  cases  are  due  to  direct  contact  with 
infected  animals.  It  is  therefore  primarily  an  occupational 
disease  involving  farmers,  veterinary  surgeons,  employees 
of  abattoirs,  etc. 

The  fact  remains  however  that  raw  cows’  milk  may 
contain  germs  capable  of  causing  human  illness.  Although 
free  from  tuberculosis,  raw  milk  may  contain  the  germs  of 
scarlet  fever  and  septic  sore  throat,  diphtheria,  typhoid, 
gastro-enteritis,  dysentry  and  infectious  hepatitis  in  addition 
to  brucella.  The  safest  milk  is  therefore  tuberculin  tested 
and  pasteurized. 

But  it  must  be  remembered  that  raw  milk  with  a high 
bacterial  count  will  not  pasteurize  as  well  as  a clean  milk. 
So  far  as  brucellosis  is  concerned,  infected  animals  should  be 
removed  from  the  herd  and  contaminated  premises  should  be 
thoroughly  cleansed  and  disinfected. 

In  addition,  appropriate  immunizations  should  be 
carried  out  upon  the  livestock. 

By  reason  of  its  insular  position  it  should  be  possible 
with  the  goodwill  and  co-operation  of  all  concerned  to 
eradicate  the  disease  entirely  from  Island  herds. 

It  is  a great  pity  that  prevailing  fashions  in  footwear, 
which  have  a great  impact  on  the  very  young  teen-ager,  pro- 
duce such  devastating  and  often  permanent  damage  to  their 
foot  comfort.  A large  proportion  of  girls  suffer  from 
blistered,  painful  feet  with  skin  so  eroded  that  the  feet  bleed. 
If  the  type  of  shoes  worn  were  compulsory,  there  would  seem 
to  be  grounds  for  an  action  for  cruelty,  as  it  is,  this  self- 
inflicted  torture  is  stoically  borne  and  the  seeds  are  sown  for 
permanent  foot  trouble. 

Far  too  many  shoes  are  of  poor  fit  if  not  entirely  bad 
fits.  The  growing  toes  are  aqueezed  into  an  unnatural, 
compact  mass  and  the  back  of  the  heels  grows  ugly  with 
hardened  skin  from  constant  erosion. 

In  certain  cases  the  high  thin  heels  throw  the  whole 
body  out  of  balance  so  that  the  gait  is  grotesque  and  the 
posture  becomes  progressively  worse. 

The  world  of  shoe  styling  has  a great  deal  to  answer 
for  in  the  damage  inflicted  on  growing  feet.  The  early  teens 
are  a time  of  great  inner  stress  and  emotional  development. 
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To  be  out  of  fashion  is  to  be  beyond  the  pale.  Even  the 
wisest  and  strongest  parents  have  a constant  battle  to 
ensure  the  physical  welfare  of  their  girls  in  the  face  of  the 
dictates  of  fashion  and  style. 

With  the  dramatic  decline  in  the  incidence  of  infec- 
tious diseases  more  and  more  attention  is  being  directed  to  a 
group  of  diseases  which  are  presenting  themselves  on  an 
increasing  scale.  These  conditions  not  only  affect  a single 
victim  but  involve  one  or  more  members  of  a famil}'^  or 
indeed  a whole  family.  Apart  from  the  subjective  misery 
and  suffering  caused  by  mental  illne.sses  they  constitute  a 
severe  drain  on  the  national  economy  from  lost  man-hours  of 
work,  from  degradation  of  standard  of  work,  from  medical 
services  and  accommodation  required  for  that  treatment 
and  from  the  expensive  drugs  prescribed. 

Any  prevention  of  mental  illness  is  a step  of  great 
magnitude  but,  as  in  all  disease  which  is  prevented,  it  is 
difficult  to  assess,  with  any  accuracy,  the  exact  extent  of  the 
prevention.  There  is  little  glamour  in  preventing  disease. 
Dramatic  treatment  of  illness  is  more  stirring  to  most  people. 
And  perhaps  because  of  this,  funds  are  more  readily  available 
for  the  treatment  of  illness  than  with  its  prevention.  In 
considering  the  prevention  of  mental  ill  health  it  is  becoming 
increasingly  clear  that  the  present  policy  of  keeping  children 
with  their  parents,  however  unsatisfactory  they  are  as 
parents,  is  doing  far  greater  harm  to  the  mental  health  of  the 
children  than  any  postulated  harm  done  by  separation. 

Perhaps  the  greatest  opportunity  for  the  prevention  of 
mental  ill-health  lies  in  the  field  of  Child  Psychiatry  which 
has  as  its  aim  primarily  the  prevention  of  mental  ill  health  in 
the  adult  by  solving  emotional  disturbances  in  childhood. 

It  has  been  wisely  pointed  out  that  when  the  person- 
ality is  damaged  the  child  becomes  disturbed,  he  in  turn 
becomes  the  disturbed  adolescent,  who  in  turn  becomes  the 
disturbed  adult,  who  becomes  the  disturbed  parent.  Then  it 
is  these  disturbed  parents  who  are  the  people  most  likely  to 
create  disturbances  in  their  children.  So  illness  is  perpetu- 
ated. The  main  mental  health  problem  in  prevention  is 
how  to  break  the  vicious  circle. 

I would  like  to  point  out  that  this  Council,  by  its  wise 
and  progressive  housing  policy,  have  played,  and  are  still 
playing,  a most  important  role  in  the  prevention  of  some  of 
the  commonest  mental  illnesses,  especially  those  forms  which 
are  induced  or  aggravated  by  unsatisfactory  housing 
conditions. 
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Especially  in  those  distressing  cases,  which  for  want  of 
a better  name,  are  know  as  problem  families,  help  in  the  form 
of  housing  has  been  found  again  and  again. 

Vaccination  against  smallpox  is  a free,  life-saving,  pro- 
cedure which  appears  to  be  increasingly  neglected.  The 
primary  vaccination  rate  for  infants  is  seriously  low.  As  a 
consequence  of  national  indifference  towards  vaccinations, 
probably  less  than  half  the  adult  population  will  in  the  near 
future  be  actively  protected  against  smallpox  and,  conse- 
quently, vulnerable  if  an  epidemic  should  break  out. 

There  seems  to  be  some  confusion  in  the  public  mind  in 
respect  of  the  term  “vaccination”.  In  the  old  days  “vaccin- 
ation” almost  always  referred  to  the  procedure  carried  out 
for  the  prevention  of  smallpox.  If  one  was  vaccinated  it 
meant  that  one  had  been  protected  against  this  disease  only. 
Now,  however,  to  simply  ask  a person  if  he  has  been  vaccin- 
ated means  little.  In  consequence  of  the  advances  in 
immunizing  processes  one  can  now  be  vaccinated,  among 
other  diseases,  to  be  protected  against  Smallpox,  Whooping 
Cough,  Poliomyelitis,  Typhoid,  Paratyphoid  Fever  and 
Tuberculosis.  One  should  therefore  have  a card  showing 
one’s  personal  individual  immunization  history,  always 
available,  in  the  manner  of  the  war-time  identity  card. 

The  scope  of  such  a record  might  usefully  be  enlarged 
with  such  additional  information,  where  appropriate,  as 
“diabetic”,  “Sensitive  to  penicillin”,  etc. 

From  time  to  time  complaints  are  received  about 
milk  bottles  being  dirt}’^  both  inside  and  out.  There  have 
also  been  complaints  about  the  failure  of  collection  of  empty 
milk  bottles  over  comparatively  long  periods  of  time.  All 
complaints  have  been  followed  up  but  there  is  no  doubt  that 
the  position  gives  rise  to  some  cause  for  anxiety.  It  will  be  a 
great  step  forward  when  disposable  milk  containers  are 
introduced. 

The  popularity  of  camping  and  caravans  for  holidays 
continues  to  increase  and  on  the  whole  the  standard  of  the 
sites  is  good.  Side  by  side  with  the  growth  of  this  form  of 
holiday  accommodation  there  is  also  increasing  development 
of  holiday  camps.  The  best  of  these  camps  set  a very  high 
standard  of  food  hygiene  and  all  round  kitchen  cleanliness. 
This  of  course  is  greatly  in  the  interests  of  the  camps,  as 
any  food-borne  illness  is  liable  to  spread  rapidly  on  account 
of  the  extent  of  communal  feeding. 

Nothing  is  more  ruinous  of  a holiday  than  an  attack  of 
enteritis,  and  the  camp  owners  do  well  to  ensure  that  every 


possible  step  is  taken  to  reach  the  highest  standards  in  the 
preparation,  storage  and  serving  of  foods. 

An  unofficial  Island  body  has  laid  down  the  following 
standards  for  its  members  in  respect  of  sites  for  caravan 
parks  for  holiday  use  only. 

Each  application  must  be  considered  by  the  appro- 
priate authorities  under  the  Town  Planning  and  Public 
Health  Acts. 

PART  I 

1.  Entrance  to  site: 

The  entrance  and  exits  to  all  sites  should  be  of  a 
minimum  width  of  12  feet  and  should  be  so  designed  as  to 
permit  the  easy  passage  of  fire  fighting  equipment  including 
fire  engine,  etc. 

(a)  There  should  be  adequate  visibility  from  the 
entrance  adjoining  the  roadway  in  both  directions. 

{b)  The  entrance  should,  so  far  as  practicable,  be  away 
from  any  bends  or  corners  in  the  adjoining  roadway. 

(c)  There  should  be,  so  far  as  practicable,  a sufficient 
space  inside  the  entrance  for  vehicles  to  turn  round  on  the 
site,  so  as  to  avoid  reversing  into  the  roadway. 

2.  Signs : 

A sign  containing  the  official  name  of  the  site  and  of  a 
suitable  size  shall  be  prominently  displayed  at  the  entrance 
of  each  site — such  sign  to  conform  with  the  provisions  of  the 
Town  and  Country  Planning  (Control  of  Advertisement) 
Regulations. 

3.  Density: 

{a)  The  total  number  of  caravans  to  be  stationed  on 
any  site  at  any  one  time  shall  not  exceed  15  to  the  acre 
calculated  on  the  effective  area  of  the  site  (as  defined  in  Sub- 
paragraph  {b)  hereof). 

{b)  The  area  of  the  site  upon  which  the  number  of 
caravans  calculated  at  a maximum  of  15  per  acre,  and 
stationed  at  least  20  feet  apart  is  to  be  based,  shall  exclude 
any  steeply  sloping  land  or  any  area  of  land  subject  to  flood 
or  subsidence. 

(c)  An  area  of  reasonably  level  open  space  suitable  for 
recreational  purposes  or  ornamental  gardens  shall  be  provided 
and  shall  comprise  at  least  one  third  of  an  acre  for  every 
15  caravans  on  the  site. 
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4.  Type  of  Caravan  to  be  used: 

The  use  of  the  land  as  a caravan  site  shall  mean  its  use 
as  pitching  for  genuine  trailer  caravans  specially  built  for  use 
as  trailer  caravans  which  shall  be  kept  in  a good  state  of 
repair  and  external  decoration  and  weatherproof  and  shall 
comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  Road  Traffic  Acts  and 
Regulations  thereunder.  No  railway  vehicle,  tramcar, 
omnibus  or  aeroplane  fuselage  or  similar  structure  whether 
on  wheels  or  not  and  howsoever  adapted  shall  be  stationed 
on  the  site. 

5.  Fire  Precautions: 

Fire  fighting  equipment  shall  be  provided  to  the 
requirements  of  the  Fire  Prevention  Officer  for  the  district 
in  which  the  site  is  situate  and  must  be  left  at  all  times 
properly  maintained. 

6.  First  Aid: 

First  Aid  equipment  should  be  provided  on  a standard 
similar  to  that  normally  provided  for  factories,  and  should 
consist  of  kits  made  up  for  dealing  with  the  maximum  num- 
ber of  people  living  on  the  site.  There  should  be  a list  of  all 
local  doctors,  together  with  their  telephone  numbers  and  that 
of  the  ambulance  stations. 

7.  Water: 

Water  stand-pipes  with  an  adequate  supply  of  water 
shall  be  provided  within  a maximum  distance  of  100  yards 
from  each  caravan;  each  such  stand-pipe  shall  be  provided 
with  a drain  inlet  underneath  each  stand-pipe,  and  with  a 
paved  area  of  not  less  than  6 feet  square,  sloped  to  drain 
into  the  inlet. 

8.  Sanitation: 

All  sites  shall  be  provided  with  flush  toilets  at  a scale 
of  one  toilet  to  five  caravans  and  each  block  of  toilets  shall, 
where  possible,  contain  a handbasin  and  Butlers  sink.  Such 
flush  toilets  shall  be  connected  either  to  main  drainage  or  to 
a septic  tank  or  sewage  disposal  unit,  approved  by  the  Local 
Authority  in  whose  area  the  site  is  situate.  Toilets  must  at 
all  times  be  kept  clean  and  wholesome  and  provided  with 
artificial  lighting. 
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9.  Refuse  disposal: 

Refuse  bins  of  a type  approved  by  the  Local  Authority 
in  whose  area  the  site  is  situate  shall  be  provided  at  a scale  of 
one  to  three  caravans  and  must,  while  the  caravans  are 
occupied,  be  emptied  daily  and  all  combustible  material 
therein  burned  daily  on  the  site  in  an  isolated  position 
approved  by  the  Local  Authority. 

10.  Waste  Water  Disposal: 

Ultimate  disposal  of  waste  water  shall  be  by  connec- 
tion to  the  public  sewer:  private  disposal  unit;  conservancy 
system  or  soakaways  as  approved  by  the  Local  Authority. 

11.  Winter  Storage: 

Where  caravans  are  sited  on  hard  standings  (as 
defined  below)  the  caravans  remain  on  such  sites  throughout 
the  year. 

12.  Hard  standing: 

Where  practicable  hard  standing  and  pathways  shall 
be  provided.  “Hard  standing’’  is  defined  as  being  4 inches 
of  concrete  or  such  other  specification  as  may  be  approved 
by  the  County  Council  of  a size  of  4 feet  wider  and  4 feet 
longer  than  the  size  of  the  caravan  placed  on  it. 


SITE  STANDARDS  FOR  CARAVAN  PARKS  FOR 

RESIDENTIAL  USE:  PART  II 

The  Rules  contained  in  Part  I above  shall  apply  to 
caravan  parks  for  residential  use  in  addition  to  the  under- 
mentioned Rules  but  to  those  cases  where  the  Rules  conflict 
the  undermentioned  Rules  shall  prevail. 

13.  Caravan  pitches: 

All  caravans  shall  be  sited  in  hard  standing  (as  defined 
above) . 

14.  Roads: 

{a)  Paths  or  roads  shall  be  provided  to  give  access  for 
pedestrians  and  vehicles  respectively  to  all  caravans. 
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(6)  A road  or  path  is  defined  as  being  a pathway  of 
sufficient  width  and  so  treated  as  to  provide  for  the  passage 
of  vehicles  and/or  pedestrians  respectively  throughout  the 
year  without  inconvenience. 

15.  Lighting; 

Artificial  lighting  shall  be  provided  for  the  convenience 
of  all  occupiers. 

16.  Refuse  Disposal: 

Refuse  bins  of  a type  approved  by  the  Local  Authority 
in  whose  area  the  site  is  situate  shall  be  provided  at  a scale 
of  one  for  each  caravan,  and  must,  while  the  caravans  are 
occupied,  be  emptied  daily  and  all  combustible  material 
therein  burned  daily  on  the  site  in  an  isolated  position 
approved  by  the  Local  Authority. 

17.  Management  of  site: 

A site  warden  or  manager  will  live  permanently  on 
the  site  for  the  proper  maintenance  and  control  thereof. 

18.  Laundry  facilities: 

Facilities  for  the  washing  of  clothes  shall  be  provided 
on  each  site  for  the  use  of  the  residents.  Suitable  provision 
will  also  be  made  for  the  drying  of  clothes. 

19.  Bathing  facilities: 

Suitable  provision  shall  be  made  for  hot  water  baths 
or  shower  baths  for  the  use  of  residents. 

May  I once  again  record  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman 
and  Members  of  the  Council  for  their  unfailing  understatiding 
of  the  problems  which  face  the  department  throughout  the 
year,  and  to  Mr.  R.  H.  Howard  and  his  Staff  for  their  loyalty 
and  diligence.  I would  also  like  to  thank  Mr.  W.  G.  Clarke, 
my  Secretary,  for  his  unfailing  help  throughout  the  year  and 
who  has  given  great  assistance  in  compiling  this  Report. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  MILLS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS,  1958 

Medical  Officer  of  Health: — 

John  Mills,  M.D.,  Ch.B.,  M.R.C.S.  (Eiig.),  L.R.C.P, 
(Loud.),  D.P.H. 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector: — 

R.  H.  Howard,  M.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A. 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector: — 

P.  T.  G.  Woods,  M.P.H.I.A. 

GENERAL  STATISTICS 

Area  in  acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,542 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1958)  per  rate 

books  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,547 

Rateable  value,  as  at  1.4.58  ...  ...  ...  £248,564 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  rate  (1957-58)  ...  £836 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

These  are  unchanged  since  the  last  report. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  Figures)  ...  16,950 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident 

population  ...  ...  ...  ...  13.9 

Comparative  factor  (births)  ...  ...  ...  1.07 

Comparative  Birth  Rate  ...  ...  ...  14.9 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still) 

births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24.8 

Crude  death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 

resident  population  ...  ...  ...  14.0 

Comparative  factor  (deaths)  ...  ...  ...  0.88 

Comparative  death  rate  ...  ...  ...  12.3 

Puerperal  death  rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and 

still  births)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Infantile  Mortality: — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  21.2 

Legitimate  infants  per  1 ,000  legitimate  births  22.3 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1 ,000  illegitimate  births  Nil 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  36 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  Nil 

BIRTHS 

The  total  number  of  live  births  was  236,  giving  a live  birth 
rate  per  1,000  living  of  13.9,  the  corresponding  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  being  16.4. 
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DEATHS 

The  number  of  deaths  was  238  giving  a death  rate  of  14.0 
per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population.  The  corres- 
ponding rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  11.7. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY 

The  Infantile  Mortality  rate  was  21.2  per  1,000  registered 
live  births,  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  being  22.5. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Cause 

Male 

Female 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  ... 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis,  other 

— 

— 

Syphilitic  disease  ... 

1 

— 

Diphtheria  ... 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  infections  ... 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

Measles 

— 

— 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

— 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

— 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

8 

2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

3 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms 

11 

10 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

4 

2 

Diabetes 

2 

1 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

10 

17 

Coronary  disease,  angina  ... 

21 

13 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ... 

5 

4 

Other  heart  disease 

18 

21 

Other  circulatory  disease  ... 

7 

4 

Influenza 

— 

1 

Pneumonia  ... 

6 

4 

Bronchitis  ... 

10 

7 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

2 

2 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

3 

— 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

— 

2 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  ... 

— 

— 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

2 

— 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  ... 

— 

— 

Congenital  malformations 

— 

— 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

] 1 

12 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

— 

— 

All  other  accidents  ... 

1 

4 

Suicide 

1 

2 

Other  violent  causes 

— 

— 

All  Causes  

124 

114 

11 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR 


Disease 

Total  Cases 
Notified 

Cases  admitted 
to  Hospital 

Total  Deaths 

Food  Poisoning 

3 





Meningococcal  Infection 

— 

— 

— 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

— 

Enteric  Fever  (including 
Paratyphoid) 

_ 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

1 

— 

Pneumonia  

— 

— 

10"' 

Erysipelas  

— 

— 

— 

Encephalitis  

— 

— 

— 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

51 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

5 

— 

— 

Malaria  ...  ■ 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

61 

1 

10* 

"'This  figure  represents  certain  cases  of  pneumonia  which  are  not  notifiable. 
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AGE  AT  DATE  OF  NOTIFICATION 


TUBERCULOSIS 


New  Cases 

Dea 

ths 

AGE  PERIODS 

Totals 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Totals 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0 and  under  1 

1 

tJ  tt  5 

5 

..  >>  10 

10 

..  15 

15 

,,  20 

20 

tt  »i  25 

2 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25 

tt  tt  25 

1 

— 

1 

35 

45 

5 

2 

1 

— 

2 

45 

ft  tt  25 

2 

2 

55 

1 1 » » 25 

65  and  over 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Total 

tl2 

6 

3 

— 

3 

2 

1 

1 

— 

■ — 

tincluded  in  this  total  are  three  transfers  from  the  mainland. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

Your  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  has  furnished  the 
following  details  of  the  sanitary  and  public  health  inspections 
during  the  year  1958. 

For  the  first  time  since  1955  I am  in  the  position  of  being 
able  to  report  a full  year’s  working  of  the  Public  Health 
Department  with  an  established  compliment  of  two  Public 
Health  Inspectors.  These  improved  circumstances  are 
refiected  in  the  increased  number  of  inspections  and  visits 
carried  out  during  the  year. 

The  total  figure  of  inspections  and  visits  recorded  for  the 
year,  which  are  produced  from  the  Inspectors’  daily  journals, 
is  5050,  and  shows  to  the  credit  of  all  the  Public  Health 
Department  staff  that  over  a period  of  the  last  five  years, 
this  annually  reported  figure  has  nearly  doubled,  with  an 
increase  of  2,309  visits  on  the  1954  figures. 

Throughout  the  history  of  public  health  it  has  been  revealed 
that  the  higher  standard  of  health  a community  or  country 
attains,  the  greater  becomes  the  volume  of  public  health 
legislation.  This  in  turn  means  that  in  order  to  keep  abreast 
of  the  times  considerably  more  work  and  study  has  to  be 
devoted  to  new  Statutory  Instruments  and  the  problems 
associated  with  that  legislation. 

Broadly,  the  functions  of  a Public  Health  Inspector  are 
laid  down  by  statute  and  his  purpose  is  to  secure  compliance 
with  that  part  of  the  law  which  is  designed  to  protect  and 
safeguard  the  health  of  the  community  as  a whole. 

I am  pleased  to  report  that  during  the  year  under  review,  in 
keeping  with  previous  years,  it  was  found  unnecessary  to 
resort  to  litigation  in  order  to  secure  compliance  of  the  many 
varied  and  extensive  public  health  functions. 

It  is  my  view  that  the  long  term  policy  of  health  adminis- 
tration can  best  be  served  in  this  Urban  District  by  means  of 
advice,  persuasion,  education  and  informal  action;  always 
there  must  be  another  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  officers  to 
secure  the  requirements  of  the  law  by  these  methods.  This 
policy  has  proved  to  pay  dividends  in  my  experience  and  has 
built  up  much  goodwill  and  co-operation  between  your 
Council  and  members  of  the  public  who  have  dealings  with 
the  departments’  staff. 

Food  hygiene  has  been  tackled  with  determination  during 
the  year  in  order  to  ensure  that  all  the  main  trades  con- 
cerned with  food  handling  were  observing  the  conditions  of 
the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955.  Detailed  figures  of 
these  surveys  are  submitted  later  in  the  report. 
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The  hygienic  handling  of  food  in  all  stages  must  be  accepted 
as  a good  commercial  proposition  by  food  traders.  It  is 
hoped  that  the  appearance  of  recently  modernised  food  shops 
in  the  High  Street  of  equipment  and  design  which  comply 
fully  with  the  requirements  of  “food  hygiene’’  will  prove  as  an 
incentive  and  stimulant  to  the  owners  of  food  shops  through- 
out the  district.  The  public  to-day  are  conscious  of  clean 
food  and  will  only  shop  in  those  premises  which  are  fully 
aware  of  these  facts — by  this  means  the  competitive  spirit 
among  traders  can  be  an  incentive  and  assistance  to  the 
ultimate  aim  of  Clean  Food. 

The  report  now  continues  under  the  headings  of  the  duties 
performed  in  this  area. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTIONS  IN  THE  AREA 

These  figures  cover  the  entire  work  carried  out  by  the 
Public  Health  Department  and  include  all  aspects  and  phases 
of  the  duties  performed,  and  demanded  by  statute. 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  surveyed  (1st 


inspection)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  603 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  re-inspected  (2nd 
inspection)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,444 

Other  visits  and  inspections  (1st  inspection)  ...  1,178 

Other  visits  and  inspections  (2nd  inspection)  ...  1,309 

Ineffectual  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  516 

Total  number  of  inspections  and  visits  made 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,050 


This  figure  is  an  increase  of  1,532  on  the  1957  figures. 


NOTICES  SERVED 


Informal 

Formal 

Public  Health  Acts 

201 

7 

Housing  Acts 

Nil 

9 

Food  and  Drugs  Act 

98 

Nil 

Factories  Act 

5 

Nil 

Shops  Act 

22 

Nil 

Clean  Air  Act 

3 

Nil 

DETAILS  AND  NUMBERS  OF  INSPECTIONS 

Public  Health  Acts 

Houses  inspected  for  nuisances  ...  ...  645 

Verminous  premises  ..,  ,,,  ,,,  27 
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Other  insects  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  55 

Ponds,  ditches  and  watercourses  ...  ...  26 

Tents,  vans,  caravans  and  camps  ...  ...  409 

Keeping  of  animals  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Accumulation  of  refuse  and  provision  of  dust- 
bins ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  76 

Drainage  works  and  existing  drainage  ...  542 

Other  nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...  96 

Yards,  passages,  car  parks  ...  ...  ...  3 

Infectious  Diseases  and  Food  Poisoning  Enquiries  11 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  and  Food  Hygiene  Regulations 

Restaurants,  kiosks,  canteens  ...  ...  ...  144 

Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  57 

Fish  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Fried  Fish  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Greengrocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  55 

Grocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  204 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  61 

Ice-cream  premises  and  vehicles  ...  ...  17 

Cooked  meat  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Other  food  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Milk  and  Dairy  Regulations  ...  ...  ...  13 

Meat  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Unsound  food  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  75 

Informal  Sampling 

Ice-cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Water  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  258 

Other  foods  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Housing  Legislation 

Repairs,  overcrowding,  slum  clearance  ...  172 

Improvement  Grants  ...  ...  ...  •••  38 

Certificates  of  Disrepair  ...  ...'  42 

Inspections  for  Measuring  ...  ...  H 

Council  Housing 

Application  for  Council  Housing  ...  ...  319 

Routine  Council  House  inspections  620 

Housing  Management  enquiries  118 

Conditions  of  tenancy 121 
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Factories  Act 


Mechanical  Power  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Non-mechanical  Power  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Smoke  Abatement  9 

Shops  Act  96 

Miscellaneous 

Searches,  Land  Registry  ...  ...  ...  12 

Public  Conveniences  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Rodent  Control  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Bathing  establishments  ...  ...  ...  9 

Pet  Animals  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Ineffectual  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  516 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 

Members  of  the  public,  and  occupiers  of  dwellings  made  a 
total  of  368  complaints  to  the  Public  Health  Offices  during 
the  year. 

Details  of  the  various  nuisances  detected  and  structural 
defects  remedied  in  relation  to  properties  to  the  total  of  430, 
are  set  out  in  the  table  below. 


Doors,  windows,  frames,  floors,  sashcords  repaired  98 
Grates,  flues,  chimneys  repaired  ...  ...  12 

Gutters,  roofs  and  rain-water  pipes  repaired  76 

Defective  and  choked  drains  remedied  ...  39 

Vermin  eradicated  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Verminous  bedding  and  furniture  destroyed  2 

Water  closets  and  flushing  cisterns  repaired  or 

renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Accumulations  of  refuse  removed  ...  ...  21 

Wall  and  ceiling  plasters  repaired  ...  ...  48 

Sinks  repaired  and  renewed  ...  ...  ...  13 

New  water  services  provided  ...  ...  ...  2 

Pavings  and  yards  repaired  ...  ...  ...  3 

Defective  walls  and  pointing  renewed  ...  20 

Dampness  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  48 

Cesspools  emptied  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 
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RODENT  CONTROL 

All  rodent  control  work  in  the  District  is  carried  out  by  the 
Rodent  Officer  for  the  Isle  of  Wight  (Rodents  Destruction) 
Joint  Committee. 

Of  the  69  complaints  of  rodent  infestations  received  by 
this  office  all  were  referred  to  the  Rodent  Officer  who  has 
submitted  the  following  figures  for  the  year  ending  31st 


March,  1959. 

Total  number  of  properties  inspected  resulting 

from  notification  ...  ...  ...  ...  80 

Total  number  of  properties  surveyed  under  the 

Damage  by  Pest  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,069 

Total  number  of  inspections  to  Council  owned 

properties,  (Refuse  tips,  stores,  depots,  etc.)  19 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  and  Council  houses 

inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  896 

Number  of  business  and  industrial  premises 

inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  105 

Number  of  agricultural  premises  inspected  ...  49 


One  major  infestation  within  the  area  was  located. 

Sixty-five  minor  rat  and  74  minor  mice  infestations  were 
dealt  with. 

VERMIN  AND  INSECT  CONTROL 

For  the  second  year  in  succession  not  one  complaint  was 
received  or  infestation  found  of  the  bed  bug,  showing  a step 
forward  in  the  eradication  of  this  parasite. 

The  prevalence  of  the  bed  bug  with  the  peculiar  musty 
odour  was  something  accepted  as  normal  in  many  of  the 
older  type  properties  and  was  often  introduced  into  new  or 
clean  buildings  in  bedsteads,  luggage  and  furniture. 

To  ensure  that  this  mode  of  infestation  is  not  the  source 
of  bringing  this  vermin  into  Council  houses,  all  movements 
from  Slum  Clearance  properties  are  kept  under  constant 
supervision  to  prevent  re-infestation. 

The  common  flea  was  the  cause  of  most  vermin  complaints 
and  with  the  slight  relaxation  of  private  properties  available 
for  letting  requests  were  received  from  the  new  occupants  to 
carry  out  disinfestation  of  empty  properties  for  fleas,  which 
are  prolific  breeders  and  can  be  best  dealt  with  when  the 
properties  are  vacant. 
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The  house  fly  is  the  most  familiar  of  all  insects  and  its 
public  health  importance  is  widely  known.  A fly  can  imbibe 
a substance  which  contains  harmful  bacteria  and  later  when 
finding  fresh  fields  to  explore  will  alight  on  human  food  and 
deposit  faeces  containing  these  germs.  Dysentery  and 
diarrhoea  organisms  can  be  carried  by  flies,  there  is  also 
evidence  that  other  more  serious  diseases  are  spread  and 
transmitted  in  this  manner. 

The  breeding  grounds  of  flies  are  collections  of  moist 
decaying  organic  materials — such  facilities  are  ideally 
provided  in  dustbins  kept  without  lids,  open  pig  swill 
buckets,  manure  heaps  and  refuse  disposal  tips,  these  being 
only  some  of  the  places  favourable  to  fly  breeding. 

In  order  to  combat  this  fly  nuisance  on  the  two  refuse  tips 
employed  in  the  district,  which  in  their  present  form  are  not 
satisfactory,  new  methods  of  disinfestation  were  tried  during 
the  year. 

A dry  powder  blower  was  purchased  which  is  cylindrical  in 
shape  and  holds  approximately  71bs.  of  powder,  having  a 
working  pressure  of  lOOlbs.  per  square  inch.  The  action  of 
releasing  the  trigger  distributes  the  insecticidal  powder  over 
a wide  area  which  is  toxic  to  flies  and  other  insects. 

These  measures,  however,  will  have  little  lasting  success 
whilst  the  present  methods  of  disjDosing  of  refuse  are  allowed 
to  continue  in  this  district  and  no  efforts  made  to  enforce  the 
covering  of  refuse  or  observe  the  principles  of  controlled 
tipping. 

DRAINAGE 

The  Public  Health  Department  are  responsible  for  the 
supervision  of  all  drainage  works  whether  for  old  or  new 
buildings.  This  has  many  advantages  and  is  found  to 
operate  in  a satisfactory  manner  in  co-operation  with  the 
Surveyor’s  Department. 

As  routine,  the  practice  of  inspecting  all  submitted 
Building  Byelaw  plans  enables  the  Public  Health  office  to 
have  an  early  knowledge  of  any  proposed  works  or  buildings 
to  be  erected  in  the  district,  thus  enabling  any  contraventions 
of  other  legislation  to  be  corrected  whilst  the  proposed 
buildings  are  still  in  their  infancy. 

A total  of  542  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  both  new 
and  existing  drainage  works.  Fifty-one  new  drainage 
systems  were  subject  to  a water  or  air  test  under  pressure. 

With  the  knowledge  of  the  local  builders  and  the  standards 
demanded,  it  is  rare  to  find  a drain  subject  to  test  that  does 
not  comply  with  the  Building  Byelaw  requirements. 
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The  necessity  of  standards  and  drainage  byelaws  can  often 
be  seen  when  old  public  sewers  are  exposed  to  remedy  faults 
and  defects  of  many  years  standing.  Such  was  the  case  of 
the  public  sewer  which  collapsed  at  the  rear  of  the  “Three 
Crowns”  Public  House,  High  Street,  Cowes.  The  condition, 
mode  of  construction  and  route  taken  were  beyond  descrip- 
tion and  it  transpired  that  the  defective  sewer  had  been  the 
cause  of  a nuisance  for  many  years,  without  detection. 

The  provisions  contained  within  Section  24  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  for  the  immediate  repair  of  the  sewer  were 
used  in  this  instance  in  preference  to  the  lengthy  procedure 
of  serving  statutory  notices  and  giving  seven  days'  notice  of 
intention  to  carry  out  repairs. 

HOUSING 

The  functions  and  powers  of  a Local  Authority  in  this  field 
are  considerable  and  the  contribution  to  public  health  in  the 
provision  of  a decent  home,  whether  as  owner/occupier, 
rented  or  Council-owned,  is  essential  for  the  health,  happiness, 
well-being  and  continuation  of  normal  family  life  in  a com- 
munity. 

The  duties  which  concern  the  Public  Health  Department 
most  are  the  securing  of  repairs,  maintenance  and  sanitary 
conditions  of  houses,  clearance  of  unfit  properties,  demolition 
or  closure  of  individual  unfit  dwellings,  abatement  of  over- 
crowding, and  provision  of  modern  amenities  in  homes  by 
way  of  improvement  grants,  all  of  which  in  some  measure 
have  been  dealt  with  during  the  year. 

The  target  which  was  set  in  the  five  year  programme  under 
the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954,  for  the  demoli- 
tion of  110  houses  in  the  district  will  need  to  be  accelerated 
in  order  to  complete  the  programme  in  the  five  year  period 
ending  in  1960. 

One  factor  alone  which  must  reduce  the  tempo  of  a slum 
clearance  programme  is  the  rate  which  new  homes  are 
provided  in  order  to  rehouse  those  families  displaced. 

An  abstract  from  the  statement  submitted  to  the  Ministry 
of  Housing  and  Local  Government  is  summarised  in  the 
following  return. 


HOUSING  ACT,  1957 

1.  Houses  Demolished  or  Closed 

Demolished  as  a result  of  formal  or  informal 
procedure  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 
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2.  Local  Government  (Miscellaneous 
Provisions)  Act,  1953 

Closed  as  a result  of  closing  orders  under 

Section  10  (1)  and  11  (2)  ...  ...  ...  2 

3.  Repairs 

Unfit  houses  rendered  fit  and  houses  in  which 
defects  were  remedied  during  the  year  as  a 
result  of  informal  action  under  the  Housing 
and  Public  Health  Acts  ...  ...  ...  230 

4.  Public  Health  Acts.  Formal  Action 
Housing  in  which  defects  were  remedied: — 

{a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

{b)  By  local  authorities  in  default  of  owners  5 

5.  Housing  Act,  1957.  Formal  Action 
Housing  in  which  defects  were  remedied: — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

{b)  By  local  authorities  in  default  of  owners  Nil 


Although  not  recorded  in  the  figures  above.  The  Square, 
St.  Mary’s  Road  was  represented  during  1958  as  a clearance 
Area.  The  cottages  which  were  built  over  a century  ago  are 
some  of  the  last  properties  in  the  district  built  on  the  “back- 
to-back”  principle  and  are  of  design  typical  of  that  era  of 
shared  courtyard,  sanitary  accommodation  and  water  supply. 

The  total  figure  of  properties  dealt  with,  which  have  been 
either  demolished,  closed  or  in  the  process  of  clearance  since 
August,  1955,  is  66.  This  includes  nine  individual  unfit 
dwellings  which  have  been  discovered  during  normal  housing 
inspections. 

The  total,  therefore,  remaining  of  the  original  submitted 
figure  of  110,  now  stands  at  33  dwellings,  the  bulk  of  which 
are  contained  within  Temperance  Terrace  and  it  is  hoped 
will  be  the  next  to  be  dealt  with  in  the  future  slum  clearance 
programme  during  1959. 
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RENT  ACT,  1957 

The  Rent  Act,  1957  was  not  evolved  to  directly  secure  the 
repair  of  houses,  but  by  increasing  the  rent  of  controlled 
houses  it  was  proposed  that  the  increase  would  enable  owners 
to  carry  out  repairs  and  maintain  their  properties  in  a satis- 
factory condition. 

Fourteen  applications  were  made  during  the  year  by 
tenants  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair,  but  in  eight  cases  under- 
takings were  given  by  the  landlords  to  remedy  the  defects 
listed  in  the  tenants  "Form  G”  within  six  months.  In  the 
remaining  6 instances  Certificates  of  Disrepair  were  granted. 

The  number  of  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  has 
been  very  small  in  comparison  with  the  number  of  houses 
applicable.  I do  not  feel  this  is  an  indication  of  well  repaired 
houses  but  rather  to  the  lack  of  knowledge  or  interest  of  the 
tenants,  or  hesitation  by  some  owners  to  increase  the  rents 
knowing  of  repairs  likely  to  be  required  by  the  tenants. 

IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

The  acceptance  of  applications  for  grants  to  improve 
dwellings  was  commenced  once  again  in  April,  1958,  after  a 
year  of  not  implementing  the  provisions  of  the  scheme. 

Thirty-two  preliminary  applications  were  received  and  a 
total  of  15  formal  requests  were  considered  by  the  Council, 
of  which  12  were  given  grants  to  assist  in  the  improvements  of 
their  dwellings. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  a national  figure  of  79%  is 
given  of  the  percentage  of  grants  given  to  owner/occupiers 
during  1958.  The  figure  for  this  district  was  100%. 

The  improvement  grant  scheme  has  been  of  very  small 
value  to  the  tenants  of  rented  houses  and  has  done  little  to 
improve  the  amenities  of  this  type  of  property,  therefore, 
the  scheme  in  its  original  form  to  promote  the  improvement 
of  housing  accommodation  generally  has_  failed  in  the  case  of 
rented  dwellings. 

Those  homes  which  have  eventually  been  inspected  for 
completion  of  the  conversion  and  whether  they  comply  with 
the  twelve  conditions  set  out,  have  proved  to  be  a trans- 
formation from  the  original  inspection.  Modern  materials 
and  the  trend  to  use  contemporary  colours  and  fittings  in 
kitchens  and  bathrooms  have  given  the  properties  a new 
lease  of  life. 
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COUNCIL  HOUSING 


As  with  many  smaller  Local  Authorities  it  is  common 
practice  to  divide  the  responsibilities  of  Council  Housing 
into  two  or  more  sections. 

The  duties  assigned  to  this  department  are  of  a general 
housing  management  nature,  the  repairs  being  carried  out 
by  the  Surveyor  and  the  rent  collections  the  responsibility 
of  the  Treasurer. 

The  number  of  houses  where  it  becomes  justifiable  to 
appoint  a qualified  officer  to  deal  with  all  aspects  of  Council 
Housing  is  one  that  varies  with  each  Authority  and  is 
impossible  to  be  definite  about. 

Although  there  are  distinct  advantages  in  utilizing  the 
knowledge  and  experience  of  Public  Health  Inspectors  in  the 
management  of  council-owned  houses,  a cautionary  note  is 
necessary  in  that  primarily  the  functions  of  the  department 
should  be  Public  Health  duties,  and  housing  management 
should  not  seriously  interfere  with  the  performance  of  those 
duties.  Reference  to  this  situation  has  been  made  in 
previous  reports  that  unless  clerical  or  other  assistance  is 
given  the  dual  duties  of  public  health  and  housing  manage- 
ment cannot  be  carried  out  efficiently  with  the  present  staff. 

Visits  and  inspections  numbering  1,178  were  carried  out  in 
relation  to  all  housing  management  matters  delegated  to  the 
department.  This  figure  comprised  620  monthly  routine 
inspections  of  houses  to  determine  their  condition  of  repair, 
overcrowding,  redecorations,  observance  of  Tenancy  Con- 
ditions and  whether  the  premises  were  dirty  and  verminous. 

As  a result  of  these  yearly  inspections  481  recommenda- 
tions for  repairs  and  149  for  redecoration  were  made  to  the 
Surveyor’s  Department  who  are  responsible  for  the  repair 
and  supervision  of  maintenance  of  all  Council  houses. 

The  number  of  new  houses  built  within  the  Urban  District 
for  the  year  was  as  follows: — 

Local  Authority  ...  Nil  houses 

Housing  Association  Nil  houses 

Private  Enterprise  ...  24  Houses 


Total  ...  ...  24  Houses 


The  Waiting  List  for  the  tenancy  of  council  accommoda- 
tion is  reduced  to  its  lowest  level  for  many  years. 

Prominent  among  those  applicants  requiring  alternate 
housing  are  elderly  people,  both  single  and  married  couples. 
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who  find  that  the  houses  they  are  living  in  at  the  present  are 
too  large  for  their  present  day  needs  and  ability  to  keep  clean 
and  tidy. 

In  assessing  the  housing  needs  of  the  district  it  is  evident 
that  there  is  this  urgent  necessity  for  housing  old  people  in 
small  units  of  accommodation  which  are  close  to  the  shops 
and  public  transport,  of  comfort  and  design  to  prevent  the 
minimum  of  housework,  cheap  rented  and  if  possible  near  to 
areas  where  they  have  spent  most  of  their  lives. 

The  provision  of  such  units  could  materially  assist  the 
general  housing  need  of  the  district  by  making  alternative 
accommodation  available  to  existing  tenants  of  Council- 
owned  under-occupied  houses. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

PREMISES 

It  was  the  aim  for  1958,  with  a complete  inspectorate  staff, 
that  all  types  of  food  premises  throughout  the  district  would 
be  surveyed  to  ensure  their  compliance  with  the  Food 
Hygiene  Regulations.  This  was  meant  to  cover  all  premises 
that  came  within  the  definition  of  a “Food  Business’’,  but 
regrettably  this  target  was  not  achieved. 

The  number  of  premises  that  are  controlled  by  this  defini- 
tion and  subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  regulations  is  set  out 
in  the  following  classification; — 


1.  Restaurants,  kiosks,  canteens  ...  ...  49 

2.  Butcher  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

3.  Fishmongers  and  Poulterers  ...  ...  ...  7 

4.  Fried  fish  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

5.  Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers  ...  ...  ...  9 

6.  Grocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  65 

7.  Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

8.  Bakers  and  confectioners  ...  • ...  ...  11 

9.  Cooked  meat  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

10.  Licensed  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

1 1 . Meat  storage  depots  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


In  connection  with  food  hygiene,  clean  food  handling,  and 
food  inspection  a total  of  694  visits  were  made. 

Some  of  the  improvements  brought  about  by  these  visits 
are  illustrated  in  the  undermentioned  list  of  informal  notices, 
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with  defects  and  contraventions  which  were  specified  as  a 
result  of  the  survey: — 


Number  of  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  98 

Defects  and  contraventions  specified  in  notices: — 
Cleansing  enforced  ...  ...  ...  ...  61 

Redecoration  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  117 

Dilapidation  of  walls  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Dilapidation  of  ceilings  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Dilapidations  of  floors  ...  ...  ...  20 

Dampness  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Protection  of  foods  ...  ...  ...  ...  58 

Wash-hand  basins  provided  ...  ...  ...  16 

Sinks  provided  or  improved  ...  ...  ...  14 

Hot  water  supplies  provided  ...  ...  ...  28 

Ventilation  provided  or  improved  ...  ...  7 

Lighting  provided  or  improved  ...  ...  11 

Low  temperatures  storage  provided  ...  ...  3 

W.C.’s  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  8 

Personal  cleanliness  (nail  brushes,  towels,  etc.)  31 

Storage  of  staff  clothing  ...  ...  ...  13 

First  aid  Materials  provided  ...  ...  ...  17 

Accumulations  of  materials  removed  ...  12 

New  dustbins  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Yard  paving  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  6 

Vermin  disinfestation  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Hygiene  notices  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 


Although  figures  such  as  these  can  give  an  indication  of  the 
work  entailed  in  protecting  the  public’s  food,  the  number  of 
visits  made  to  food  premises  should  be  more  frequent.  In 
this  way  a far  better  standard  would  be  maintained,  for 
without  doubt  in  many  instances  that  which  is  not  inspected 
at  regular  intervals  deteriorates. 

Much  progress  has  been  made  over  the  years  to  eliminate 
the  open  fronted  food  shop.  The  particular  food  trade 
which  has  always  preserved  this  out-moded  method  of  selling 
to  the  public  is,  of  course,  the  wet  fishmonger  and  poulterers. 

Section  8 of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  (Food  to  be 
protected  from  risk  of  contamination)  was  used  in  trying  to 
secure  the  protection  of  displayed  food  in  the  last  remaining 
open  fronted  fishmongers  in  the  Urban  District  but  unfor- 
tunately, at  that  time  the  same  Company  had  reason  to 
appear  at  Court  on  similar  charges  and  it  was  held  that  if 
there  was  not  contamination  which  could  be  proved  was 
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injurious  to  health,  there  was  no  offence.  This  decision  has, 
therefore,  imposed  upon  your  officers,  who  are  minded  to 
securing  the  closure  of  all  open  fronted  food  shops,  the 
additional  burden  of  proving  risk  to  health. 

In  view  of  two  similar  Court  decisions  on  this  question  no 
further  action  was  taken,  but  an  assurance  was  given  by  the 
Company  concerned  that  the  particular  shop  would  be  given 
consideration  for  their  plans  to  convert  all  remaining  open 
fronted  shops  in  the  next  few  years. 

There  have  been  many  set  backs  such  as  illustrated  and 
and  with  the  seasonal  caterer,  the  weather,  lack  of  visitors, 
and  social  conditions  of  the  district,  these  failures  have  to  be 
taken  into  account  when  trying  to  persuade  the  occupier  of  a 
food  business  that  money  should  be  spent  on  improvements 
to  his  premises,  but  it  can  be  said  that  the  year  1958  saw 
considerable  advancement  in  all  aspects  of  food  hygiene. 

With  the  co-operation  of  the  public  and  all  persons 
engaged  in  the  handling  of  food  it  is  hoped  that  the  upward 
trend  will  continue,  for  “Clean  food”  is  something  which  is 
here  to  stay. 


FOODSTUFFS  CONDEMNED 

The  amounts  of  various  foods  which  were  condemned 
and  voluntarily  surrendered  for  the  year  under  review  are 
given  below: — 


823  tins  and  jars  of  fish,  fruit,  vegetables. 


milk  and  cooked  meats 

1,475  lbs. 

Fish  

28  lbs. 

Cheese 

49  lbs. 

Sausages  ... 

151  lbs. 

Butter 

4 lbs. 

Flour  ...  

21  lbs. 

Poultry 

30  lbs. 

Meat  and  offal 

459  lbs. 

Making  a total  of  19  cwts.,  3 qrs.,  5 lbs. 

2,217  lbs. 

As  in  previous  years  the  bulk  of  all  food  condemned  is 
confined  to  the  multiple  Companies. 

All  food  which  is  found  unfit  for  human  consumption 
and  condemned  is  disposed  of  by  burying  at  the  refuse  face 
and  is  coloured  with  a dye  to  indicate  its  unfitness,  and  thus 
prevent  any  scavanging  by  unauthorised  persons. 
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ICE  CREAM 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  Section  16 

The  number  of  premises  registered  under  this  section  of 
the  Act  is  79,  which  are  registered  for  the  manufacture, 
storage  and  sale  of  ice-cream. 

(This  figure  includes  only  two  manufacturers  who  use  a 
cold  mix  product). 

A total  of  5 new  applications  were  made  during  1 958,  the 
registrations  being  granted  subject  to  their  compliance  with 
the  requirements  of  Section  16. 

Fifteen  samples  of  bulk  ice-cream  were  taken  for  bacterio- 
logical examination.  The  results  are  tabulated  below: — 
Grade  I ...  ...  6 samples 

Grade  II  ...  ...  5 samples 

Grade  III  ...  ...  2 samples 

Grade  IV  ...  ...  2 samples 

In  those  instances  of  unsatisfactory  samples  the  matter 
was  taken  up  with  the  producers  or  retailers  concerned  and 
subsequent  satisfactory  samples  procured. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  SAMPLING 


For  the  year  1958,  samples  of  food  and  drugs  taken  for 
analysis  in  the  Cowes  area  by  the  Isle  of  Wight  County 
Council,  who  are  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority,  are  as 


follows: — 

Totals 

Unsatisfactory 

Milk  

19 

1 

Ice  Cream 

1 

— 

Malt  Vinegar 

7 

— 

Sausages  (Beef)  ... 

4 

1 

Sausages  (Pork) 

3 

1 

Steak  Pie 

3 

— 

Total  ... 

37 

3 

Unsatisfactory  samples 

Milk.  2.3%  def.  Solids  not  Fat.  Producer  advised. 
Sausages  (Beef).  Preservatives  not  declared.  Manu- 
facturer warned. 

Sausages  (Pork).  Preservatives  not  declared.  Manu- 
facturer warned. 

I am  indebted  to  the  Sampling  Officers  of  the  Isle  of  Wight 
County  Council  for  these  figures. 
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MILK  SUPPLIES 

Twenty-three  persons  are  registered  as  Distributors  within 
the  area,  under  the  Milk  and  Dairy  Regulations,  1949. 
Seventeen  of  the  registrations  are  for  retail  shops  where  milk 
is  sold  in  the  sealed  bottles  as  delivered  to  the  shop  premises. 

Two  premises  are  registered  as  “Dairies”. 

Licences  for  the  sale  of  designated  milks  as  requested  by  the 
Special  Designated  Orders  were  granted  in  the  following: — 

To  use  the  Special  Designation  “Pasteurised” 

17  dealers 

To  use  the  Special  Designation  “Tuberculin  Tested” 

15  dealers 

Where  holders  of  Dealers  Licences,  authorising  them  to  use 
the  Special  Designation  trade  in  adjoining  areas  to  that 
which  they  are  licensed,  a further  licence  is  required  to  be 
issued. 

For  that  purpose  5 supplementary  licences  were  granted  to 
dealers  whose  main  Dealers  Licences  were  granted  by 
neighbouring  Authorities. 

SHOPS  ACT,  1950 

The  register  of  shops  in  the  district  which  is  required  to  be 
kept,  records  a total  figure  of  301  shops  in  the  Urban  area. 

These  shops  are  controlled  in  all  matters  dealing  with  early 
closing  days,  general  hours  of  opening,  conditions  of  employ- 
ment, Sunday  trading,  health,  comfort,  welfare  and  hours  of 
employment  for  shop  workers. 

The  figure  for  Shops  Act  inspections  during  the  year  was 
96.  This  necessitated  observations  during  evening  closing 
hours  and  Sundays  to  enforce  the  provisions  of  the  Act. 

No  contraventions  were  found  necessary  to  report  to  your 
Council  but  as  commented  in  previous  annual  reports  on  this 
subject,  considerable  difficulty  is  experienced  with  the  small 
self-employed  general  store  owners,  who  by  statute  are 
permitted  to  sell  a variety  of  exempted  goods  outside  the 
normal  closing  hours,  but  who  find  that  although  allowed  to 
be  open  for  the  sale  of  these  goods  are  restricted  from  selling 
articles  like  shoe  polish  or  soap  flakes.  This  he  finds  very 
difficult  to  comprehend  and  the  consumer  objects  to  the 
restriction  to  purchase  all  articles  displayed  at  any  time 
whilst  the  shop  is  open. 
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In  view  ot  these  anomalies  I do  not  consider  that  it  can  be 
termed  prudent  or  in  fact  common  sense  to  spend  more  time 
than  is  necessary  to  enforce  this  Act  which  is  so  full  of  pitfalls 
and  subject  to  many  contrary  High  Court  decisions. 

The  remedy  for  these  circumstances  appears  to  be  the  need 
for  new  legislation  being  more  carefully  drafted  for  present 
day  needs  and  requirements. 

WATER  SUPPLY 

Since  1955,  at  the  request  of  the  statutory  water  under- 
takers, The  Isle  of  Wight  Water  Board,  routine  bacteriolo- 
gical water  samples  have  been  taken  from  supply  points  and 
also  from  the  distributory  systems. 


Tabulated  below  are  the  results  of  the  241  samples  as 
submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  and  points  from 
which  the  samples  were  taken: — 


West  Cowes 

Highly  Satis- 

satisfactory  factory 

Sus-  Unsat- 
picious  isfactory 

Total 

Broadfields  Well 

10 

5 

2 15 

32 

Newport  Road  Reservoirs 

12 

3 

— 37 

52 

Low  level  area  ... 

14 

5 

— 8 

27 

Tower  area 

Newport  Road  Filtered 

15 

9 

— 1 

25 

water  area 

15 

6 

3 9 

33 

Newport  supply  area 

East  Cowes 

14 

6 

— 1 

21 

East  Cowes  Well 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

Tower  area 

7 

6 

2 3 

18 

Reservoir  area 

13 

5 

— 1 

19 

Newport  supply  area 

11 

3 

— — 

14 

It  will  be  seen  that  of  the  total 

157  samples — taken  from 

consumers’  taps  (treated  water),  28  or  18%  were  classified 
as  Suspicious  and  Unsatisfactory. 

Thirty-three  samples  were  taken  from  domestic  taps 
within  the  Newport  Road  Filtered  water  area,  which  because 
of  its  source  is  kept  under  constant  observation.  Twelve  of 
these  samples,  or  36.5%  were  classified  as  Suspicious  or 
Unsatisfactory. 

As  always  in  the  field  of  public  health  duties  many  strange 
calls  are  made  upon  the  services  of  the  department. 
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A request  was  received  from  one  of  the  major  industrial 
works  in  the  district  for  advice  as  to  why  certain  materials 
used  in  the  construction  of,  what  was  then  a particular  hush- 
hush  project,  should  be  subject  to  the  formation  of  deposits 
when  undergoing  tests  under  water  pressure. 

These  formations  were  causing  considerable  concern  to  the 
technicians  and  designers  responsible  for  the  project. 

Resulting  from  observations  and  inspection  of  this  parti- 
cular problem  it  was  decided  to  submit  for  analysis  samples 
of  the  water  used  for  the  tests  and  also  a specimen  of  the 
high  tension  alloy  subject  to  corrosion. 

The  observations  of  the  Public  Analyst  are  set  out  below, 
to  which  due  regard  was  given  to  his  comments.  The  result 
was  that  the  project  progressed  and  eventually  brought 
nationally  acclaimed  credit  to  the  Company  concerned. 

“These  results  are  typical  of  a water  from  the  chalk  strata 
of  the  Isle  of  Wight.  There  is  no  indication  of  an  excess  of 
chlorides  which  would  be  corrosive  to  aluminium. 

Although  a sample  was  not  available  for  comparison,  it  is 
unlikely  that  a water  from  a similar  well  in  the  Cowes  area 
would  differ  appreciably  from  this  water. 

The  deposit  on  the  aluminium  alloy  appears  to  consist  of 
the  hardness  salts  of  a chalkwater  and  likely  to  be  formed  as 
a result  of  the  physical  conditions  applied  in  the  process. 
For  example  this  water  contains  200  parts  per  million  of 
calcium  carbonate  held  in  solution  as  calcium  bicarbonate  by 
the  C02  of  the  water.  An  operation  involving  high  pressure 
may  disturb  the  proportion  of  dissolved  C02  with  the  pre- 
cipitation of  insoluble  calcium  carbonate  in  fine  particles. 

In  my  opinion  it  is  reasonable  to  presume  that  the  deposit 
on  the  aluminium  is  more  likely  to  be  the  result  of  a change  of 
testing  conditions  than  in  the  change  of  water  but,  in  any 
case,  it  would  seem  desirable  to  experiment  with  softened 
water  for  this  process’’. 

Signed  A.  L.  WILLIAMS, 

Public  Analyst 
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SWIMMING  AND  PADDLING  POOLS 

No  public  swimming  pools  are  available  for  use  in  the 
district,  the  only  private  pool  being  within  the  grounds  of  the 
Gurnard  Pines  Holiday  Camp.  This  is  in  constant  use 
during  the  seasonal  months  by  holidaymakers  enjoying  the 
amenities  of  the  camp  also  for  instructional  swimming 
purposes  by  the  I.W.  Education  Authority.  The  pool  is 
equipped  with  modern  Alteration  and  chlorination  plant 
operated  by  qualified  staff. 

The  bath  and  paddling  pool  were  kept  under  observation 
during  the  period  of  use  and  8 samples  taken  of  the  water  and 
submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  were  found  to  be 
highly  satisfactory. 

TENTS,  VANS,  SHEDS  AND  SIMILAR  STRUCTURES 

As  with  many  coastal  Authorities  the  problem  of  the  type 
of  structures  known  as  tents,  vans,  sheds  and  similar  struc- 
tures has  existed  in  the  Gurnard  area  for  many  years,  the  , 
difficulties  of  dealing  with  these  temporary"  buildings  have 
produced  legal  arguments  which  have  defied  any  positive 
action  ever  being  taken.  Because  of  these  conditions  known 
to  exist,  a survey  w'as  carried  out  and  a report  made  of  these 
155  huts,  shacks  or  semi-caravans  of  all  sizes  construction 
and  condition  extending  through  the  whole  of  the  Gurnard 
area  for  a distance  of  approximately  two  miles. 

The  subject  of  the  survey  was  primarily  to  determine  what 
public  health  improvements  could  be  made  for  the  emptying 
of  chemical  closets,  collection  and  storage  of  refuse,  disposal 
of  waste  water,  provision  of  adequate  water  supplies  and  the 
general  disrepair  and  deterioration  of  these  structures. 

As  a measure  to  improve  these  essential  public  health 
provisions  it  was  decided  to  submit  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing 
and  Local  Government  draft  Byelaws  in  an  amended  form, 
also  to  formulate  a scheme  (provided  by  the  Council)  for  a 
weekly  service  to  empty  chemical  closets  on  a contract 
basis.  An  extension  would  also  be  made  for  an  improved 
refuse  collection  service  for  huts  in  these  areas,  which  because 
of  their  location,  were  unable  to  be  reached  with  the  normal 
type  of  refuse  collection  vehicle. 

These  proposals  if  carried  out  would  indicate  to  the 
owners  that  the  needs  of  the  public  health  were  being  given 
active  consideration  and  that  a firm  policy  to  bring  about 
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these  improvements  was  at  last  to  be  implemented  in  the 
near  future. 

The  number  of  moveable  dwellings  licensed  under  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  269  is  now  182,  with  four 
camps  catering  for  the  needs  of  the  holiday  caravans  and  the 
two  licensed  camps  at  East  Cowes  have  residential  site 
licences  for  these  caravans  occupied  throughout  the  year. 

These  sites  are  all  provided  with  permanent  built  toilet 
blocks  with  flush  sanitation  and  facilities  for  clothes  washing 
and  ablutions.  It  was  found  necessary  to  report  a contra- 
vention at  the  Medina  Camp,  Whippingham  where,  because 
of  the  residential  nature  of  the  site,  the  soakaways  used  for 
the  disposal  of  waste  water  from  the  caravan  sinks  were 
causing  a nuisance.  This  matter  was  finally  remedied  by 
the  provision  of  proper  main  drainage  to  each  individual 
caravan. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  (MILK  AND  DAIRIES)  ACTS,  1944. 
URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  COWES 

Samples  of  milk  were  taken  during  the  year  from  herds 
whose  milk  is  retailed  raw  without  heat  treatment.  These 
samples  were  examined  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
Winchester,  for  the  presence  of  live  Tubercle  Bacilli. 

Number  of  samples  taken  for  T.B.  during  1958  ...  82 

Number  of  samples  found  to  be  positive  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  samples  in  which  Brucella  Abortus  was 

isolated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

Local  Authorities  or  “District  Councils’’  as  they  are 
termed  under  the  Factory  Act,  1937,  are  responsible  for 
administering  the  provisions  relating  to: — 

Sanitary  conveniences  in  all  types  of  factories; 

Cleanliness,  overcrowding,  temperature  and  ventilation 
in  non-mechanical  power  factories;  and 

Homework  (Outworkers) — Condition  of  premises  in 
relation  to  health  of  outworkers. 

A summary  of  the  information  required  by  the  Ministry  is 
tabulated  below: — 


Part  I of  the  Act 

1. — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec- 
tions 1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

5 

3 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

74 

8 

5 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7 is  en- 
forced by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises) 

4 

3 

Total 

83 

14 

5 

— 
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2.— CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 

(If  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more  separate  occasions  they 
are  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more  “cases”). 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defecrs  were  found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosecu- 
tions were 
instituted 

Found 

Remed- 

ied 

Reft 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.  1) 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

(S.6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

5 

5 

— 

3 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 

(not  including  offences  relat- 

in  to  Outwork) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

7 

7 

— 

3 

— 

Part  VIII  of  the  Act 


OUTWORK.  (Sections  110  and  111) 


Section  110 

Section  111 

No.  of  out- 

No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

workers 

cases  of 

prosecu- 

instances 

Nature  of  Work 

in  August 

default  in 

tions  for 

of  work 

list 

sending 

failure 

in 

Notices 

Prosecu- 

required 

lists  to 

to  supply 

unwhole- 

served 

tions 

by  Sect. 

the 

lists 

some 

110  (1)  (c) 

Council 

premises 

Lampshades 

211 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  classes  of  work 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

211 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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